
CONSIDERATIONS FOR FUTURE PROOFING YOUR HOME

If you are building a home, you probably want to plan it for home electronics now, 

and in the future. Here are some simple things to consider:

      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀YOU฀WANT฀MUSIC฀AROUND฀THE฀HOUSE�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀YOU฀HAVE฀A฀COMPUTER฀OR฀MORE฀THAN฀ONE฀COMPUTER�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀YOU฀HAVE฀46฀VIA฀ANTENNAE�฀CABLE�฀SATELLITE฀OR฀ALL฀OF฀THESE�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀YOU฀WANT฀ROOM
TO
ROOM฀CONTROL�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀THERE฀BE฀ADEQUATE฀TELEPHONE฀JACKS�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7ILL฀THERE฀BE฀A฀HOME฀THEATER�฀7ITH฀SURROUND฀SOUND�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀)S฀PAGING�฀DOOR฀ANSWERING฀A฀CONSIDERATION�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀7OULD฀YOU฀PREFER฀ONE฀SET฀OF฀CONTROLS฀FOR฀LIGHTING�฀TEMPERATURE�฀MUSIC�฀VIDEO�฀ETC�

,OTS฀OF฀DECISIONS฀TO฀BE฀MADE�฀(OWEVER�฀THESE฀DECISIONS฀ARE฀TYPICALLY฀NOT฀HIGH฀ON฀THE฀
PRIORITY฀LIST฀OF฀A฀NEW฀HOME฀OWNER฀DURING฀THE฀EARLY฀STAGES฀OF฀BUILDING฀A฀HOME�฀4HINKING฀
ABOUT฀THE฀MODERN฀CONVENIENCES฀OF฀HOME฀ELECTRONICS฀IS฀SOMETIMES฀PUT฀OFF฀UNTIL฀IT฀IS฀TOO฀
LATE฀OR฀AT฀THE฀VERY฀LEAST฀MUCH฀MORE฀COSTLY�฀)F฀YOU฀EXAMINE฀A฀FEW฀OF฀YOUR฀PREFERENCES฀
before the drywall goes up, your electronic “after life” can be a lot more fulfilling.

BUILDING A HOME



THE POSSIBILITIES

Most people’s thoughts on home electronics are limited by their 

KNOWLEDGE฀OF฀WHAT฀IS฀POSSIBLE�฀(ERE฀ARE฀A฀FEW฀THOUGHT
PROVOKING฀
possibilities:

      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀$IFFERENT฀-USIC฀IN฀%VERY฀2OOM
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀!NSWER฀THE฀$OOR฀FROM฀THE฀0HONE
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀-UTE฀-USIC฀WHEN฀0HONE฀OR฀#HIMES฀2ING
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀/NE฀3ET฀OF฀#ONTROLS���4HAT�S฀2EALLY฀#OOL
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀+EEP฀AN฀%YE฀ON฀THE฀(OUSE
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀'REAT฀6IDEO฀AND฀"ETTER฀3OUND
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀s฀3HARE฀THE฀(OME฀4HEATER฀WITH฀THE฀2EST฀OF฀THE฀(OUSE฀

KNOWING WHAT TO ASK
  
0RE฀7IRING฀9OUR฀.EW฀(OUSE 
-OST฀BUILDERS฀ARE฀NOT฀ELECTRONIC฀SPECIALISTS�฀4HEY฀CERTAINLY฀KNOW฀MORE
ABOUT฀HOME฀CONSTRUCTION฀THAN฀ABOUT฀HOME฀SYSTEMS�฀4HAT฀IS฀WHY฀YOU
will need to be persistent in most cases to get what you want. Many 

BUILDERS฀FOCUS฀ONLY฀ON฀46฀AND฀TELEPHONE฀OUTLETS฀AND฀THEIR฀PLACEMENT�฀
9OU฀MAY฀NEED฀TO฀MAKE฀SURE฀YOU฀ARE฀GETTING฀ALL฀THAT฀YOU฀NEED฀AND฀WANT�

46฀�฀4ELEPHONE฀7IRING฀/UTLETS
46฀AND฀TELEPHONE฀OUTLETS฀SHOULD฀BE฀HOME฀RUN฀TO฀A฀CENTRAL฀LOCATION฀
(that is, each wire should terminate at a common central point). 

4HIS฀FACILITATES฀EASIER฀CHANGES฀IN฀THE฀FUTURE฀AND฀PROVIDES฀THE฀PUREST฀
SIGNAL฀QUALITY�฀&OR฀TELEPHONE�฀ASK฀FOR฀DATA฀GRADE�฀CATEGORY฀�฀WIRING�฀
4HIS฀WILL฀SERVE฀YOUR฀INTERNET฀REQUIREMENTS฀BETTER�฀&OR฀46�฀THE฀2'
�฀
OR฀1UAD฀�฀CABLING฀IS฀SUPERIOR฀AND฀CARRIES฀A฀HIGHER฀BANDWIDTH฀RATING฀
AS฀WELL�฀3OME฀PEOPLE฀OFTEN฀ASK฀ABOUT฀lBER฀OPTICS�฀4HIS฀CABLE฀IS฀
GENERALLY฀MORE฀EXPENSIVE฀AND฀COMPETING฀STANDARDS฀DO฀NOT฀NECESSARILY
MAKE฀IT฀A฀WISE฀CHOICE�฀7ITH฀THE฀GREAT฀NUMBER฀OF฀COAX฀AND฀TELPHONE฀
WIRED฀HOMES�฀THE฀BEST฀BET฀IS฀#!4�฀AND฀2'
��



"EYOND฀46฀�฀4ELEPHONE
-ANY฀WISE฀HOMEOWNERS฀THINK฀AHEAD฀AND฀MAKE฀SURE฀THAT�฀DURING฀THE฀BUILDING฀
PROCESS�฀FUTURE฀CAPABILITIES฀ARE฀TAKEN฀INTO฀CONSIDERATION�฀!UDIO฀WIRE�฀CONTROL฀
WIRE�฀DOORSTATION�฀CAMERAS�฀AUTOMATION฀AND฀LOCAL฀NETWORKS฀ARE฀ALL฀POSSIBILITIES�฀
7IRING฀FOR฀THEM฀MAY฀BE฀THE฀BEST฀MONEY฀YOU฀SPEND฀ON฀THE฀hINFRASTRUCTUREv฀OF฀
THE฀HOME�฀4HIS฀IS฀WHERE฀YOU฀WILL฀NEED฀TO฀MAKE฀SURE฀YOU฀HAVE฀A฀WIRING฀SPECIALIST฀
TO฀ENSURE฀SUCCESS�฀4AKING฀THE฀TIME฀TO฀MAP฀OUT฀THESE฀POSSIBILITIES฀IS฀WELL฀WORTH฀IT�฀
BUT฀DON�T฀DELAY���฀THE฀FRAMERS฀ARE฀MOVING฀QUICKLY�

SUGGESTED WIRING & OPTIONS
  
0RE฀7IRING฀9OUR฀.EW฀(OUSE 
7IRING฀FOR฀AN฀%,!.฀HOME฀IS฀SIMPLE฀AND฀STRAIGHTFORWARD�฀#OMMONLY฀AVAILABLE฀
WIRING฀IS฀USED�฀%,!.�S฀COMMITMENT฀TO฀OPEN฀DESIGN฀GIVES฀THE฀HOMEOWNER฀
MANY฀CHOICES฀FOR฀EQUIPMENT฀CONNECTION�

!LL฀WIRES฀SHOULD฀BE฀HOME฀RUN฀TO฀A฀CENTRAL฀LOCATION฀�SUCH฀AS฀A฀UTILITY฀CLOSET�฀
ENTERTAINMENT฀CENTER฀OR฀SIMILAR฀LOCATION	�฀'ENERALLY�฀TELEPHONE฀AND฀46฀WIRING฀
can be separated from the audio wiring but many homes choose one central 

location. Here are some simple suggestions:

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀2UN฀#!4฀�฀OR฀BETTER฀WIRE฀FOR฀TELEPHONES฀AND฀DATA฀LINES�฀4HIS฀WILL฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PROVIDE฀FOR฀FOUR฀LINES฀TO฀EACH฀LOCATION�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀2UN฀2'
�฀OR฀1UAD฀�฀COAX฀TO฀ALL฀46฀AND฀TOUCH฀PANEL฀LOCATIONS�฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀$UAL฀RUNS฀OF฀THESE฀WIRES฀MAKE฀FUTURE฀EXPANSION฀A฀POSSIBILITY�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀7HEN฀RUNNING฀AUDIO฀WIRES฀RUN฀FOUR฀CONDUCTOR฀�����฀OR฀BETTER	฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HROUGH฀ALL฀KEYPAD�฀VOLUME฀CONTROL฀AND฀TOUCHPANEL฀LOCATIONS�฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀4HIS฀PROVIDES฀THE฀BEST฀mEXIBILITY฀IN฀THE฀FUTURE�฀4HEN฀RUN฀����฀TO฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀EACH฀SPEAKER฀LOCATION�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀2UN฀#!4฀�฀FOR฀CONTROL฀WIRES฀TO฀EACH฀KEYPAD�฀VOLUME฀CONTROL฀!ND฀TOUCH฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀PANEL฀LOCATION�฀4HIS฀WILL฀ALLOW฀)2฀AND฀NETWORK฀CONTROL฀OF฀THESE฀DEVICES�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀)NCOMING฀SERVICE฀LEAD฀WIRES฀WILL฀NEED฀TO฀BE฀RUN฀FOR฀TELEPHONE�฀CABLE�฀
฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀฀SATELLITE�฀DOOR฀SPEAKERS฀AND฀ANY฀CAMERAS�
      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀)F฀A฀COMPUTER฀NETWORK฀SUCH฀AS฀A฀,!.฀IS฀PLANNED�฀RUN฀SEPARATE฀#!4฀�฀WIRE
          for this purpose.

      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀)F฀LIGHTING฀CONTROL฀IS฀A฀DESIRED฀UPGRADE�฀MOST฀MANUFACTURERS฀HAVE฀CONTROL฀
          wires that need to go to the control locations of your choice.

      

฀฀฀฀฀฀��฀#ONTROL฀WIRING฀FOR฀SECURITY฀AND฀(6!#฀SYSTEMS฀SHOULD฀CONSIDER฀INTERFACE
          wiring for house wide control systems.



-AKE฀SURE฀NO฀WIRES฀ARE฀RUN฀IN฀CLOSE฀APPROXIMATION฀OF฀ELECTRICAL฀WIRES�฀
4HEY฀SHOULD฀NEVER฀USE฀THE฀SAME฀ROUTING฀HOLES฀OR฀BE฀RUN฀ALONG฀SIDE฀OF฀
electrical wires. It is always a good idea to layout the desired locations 

ON฀A฀BLUEPRINT�฀4HIS฀WILL฀HELP฀YOU฀VISUALIZE฀WHAT฀IS฀NEEDED฀WHERE�

)NSTALLATION฀COSTS฀FOR฀WIRING฀VARY฀AND฀SOME฀INSTALLERS฀CHARGE฀BY฀THE฀DROP฀
OR฀RUN�฀'ENERALLY฀SPEAKING�฀INSTALLERS฀DO฀NOT฀MAKE฀THEIR฀PROlT฀ON฀WIRING฀
ALONE�฀!ND�฀MANY฀TIMES฀THE฀WIRING฀QUOTE฀IS฀MADE฀WITH฀THE฀lNISHED฀PROJECT฀
in mind. Most installers do not want to install systems when the wiring 

HAS฀BEEN฀DONE฀BY฀THE฀HOMEOWNER฀OR฀ANOTHER฀DEALER�฀4HIS฀IS฀SIMPLY฀A฀
QUESTION฀OF฀NOT฀WANTING฀TO฀BE฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀SOMEONE฀ELSE�S฀WORK�฀
"ECAUSE฀WIRING฀IS฀A฀SMALL฀PART฀OF฀THE฀COST฀OF฀A฀TOTAL฀SYSTEM�฀IT฀IS฀WISE฀TO฀
HAVE฀IT฀PROFESSIONALLY฀DONE�

Need to find an ELAN Dealer? 

0LEASE฀CALL฀���
���
����฀OR฀EMAIL�฀฀elan@elanhomesystems.com.


